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East European Emigres Are Accused

Of Impeding Hunt for Nazis in U.S.

{' Response Charges Jewish Orgahization With Aiding Soviets

. By Mary Thornton
. Washington Post Staff Writer
. Federal Nazi hunters say their
efforts to investigate and expel
World War II criminals are being
obstructed by a group of more than
30 Eastern European emigre organ-
izations that are raising legal de-
fense funds for accused Nazis and
openly urging their supporters not
to cooperate with ‘the Justlce De-

partment, -
On Tuesday, the World Jewxsh

. v vn

(Congress, after a year-long inves- -

< tigation, ‘charged that various Bal-
_ tic, Ukrainian and other Eastern
European emigre groups have en-

gaged in “an intensive and shocking

© campaign aimed at undermining the

"1 Justice Departments Naz: prose-

cution program,”
! On Thursday, Myron Wasylyk,
" “director of the Washington office of
! the Ukrainian Congress Committee

' of America, responded by aocusmg-

, the World Jewish Congress of “a
. vicious  defamation  campaign
| against Ukrainians, Balts and East

Europeans” that has “served to pro-

. mote the interests of the KGB,” the

- Soviet secret police, .

- The World Jewish Congress re-
port charged that the groups have
been openly- anti-Semitic in their
native-language newspapers and
have waged a campaign to set a
‘'statute of limitations on war crimes
and to shut down the Justice De-

tigations (OSI), which is responsible
for pursuing Nazi war criminals.
Current and former Justice
1 Departmentattorneys say the re-
F port is accurate.
One OSI lawyer who asked not

partment’s Office of Special Inves-.

| to be identified, said, “Their efforts .

are to close us down. They have
; people who do nothing but monitor
¢ us, attack us. They are very active,
and"" it’s - fraught -
? Semitism.”" 7 - 77

with - anti-

Tony Mazeika, national coordi-
nator for the Coalition for Consti-

claims at least 30 million emigre
' followers of Eastern European de-
scent, charged that the WJC report
is part of “an abusive campaign—
orchestrated by OSI—that is abso-
| B )

| lutely criminal . . . . We have abso-
lutely no animosity—we want to
work with Jewish groups in the
United States.”

I e L

One ma]or complamt raised by

| the emigres is that U.S. prosecu-
tors have used as evidence wartime

Union.:~ .
Wasylyk,” “whose group repre-
sents more than 1 million Ukrainian

the KGB. This is the issue as we
"see 1t. We're all for getting war
criminals. But this is KGB-supplied
evidence that’s meant to defame
Eastern Europeans,  Balts and
Ukrainians in the United States.” -
Wasylyk said U.S, emigre organ-
izations have “obtained prominence
. beyond what the KGB would
hke to see happen. We have new
. .clout with Congress, the press and
! the Reagan administration. The

KGB is starting this disinformation

. camipaign to slander the Eastem

- European groups by claxmmg we're

ann-Semmc B
- OSI head Neal Sher said of the
| emigre groups:. “Organizations and

fs
| individuals have flooded each and

? every member of Congress, the
White House, the State Depart-
ment, the attorney general’s office
andthemedia.... .

- “It’s ludicrous to say we’re being
duped by the KGB. That’s a smoke-

! screen to hideéThe fact that these

i people were involved in the most

heinous of crimes . . ... If we're to

wherever the evidence is.”

tutional Justice and Security, which

documents prowded by the Soviet

Americans, said: “Most of the ev-.
idence OSI is using is supplied by

pursue these cases, we have to go -

Many of the mcxdents of collab-
oration occurred in Latvia, Lithu-
ania and the Ukraine, where anti-
-communist and antx-Semmc senti-
ment led some people to cooperate
with the German occupation forces
in the 1940s.

When Soviet evidence is used :
_Sher said, “We have requested the
- Soviets to produce the originals of
documents to be used as evidence;

- they have done so. These. docu-

. ments are subjected to scientific
'testmg, both by this government

: and, if so desired, mdependently by
the defendant.
i - “When OSI attorneys and defense(;

: counsel travel to the Soviet Union
' to take testimony, Soviet prosecu-
tors do not know in advance the
questions that either side will ask,
+ Nor do they know what documents
| or witnesses in the West are avail-
: able to either corroborate or con-
* tradict the Soviet witnesses.”
The emigre lobbying efforts have
gone on for several years, accord-
. ing to both OSI and the emigre
groups. But Eli Rosenbaum a con-
| sultant to the World Jew:sh Con-
; gress and former Justice Depart-
* ment Nazi hunter, says it has esca-
+ lated in the past six months, partic-
‘ ularly since last month, when Ma-
" zeika’s coalition was formally .
launched in Los Angeles.
But there is no indication that’
; Justice is considering weakening
 the powers of OSI, which was cre-
. ated in 1979 to pursue Nazi war
| criminals living in the United
. States. Under U.S. law, former Na-
i zis cannot be tried for their wartime
; crimes. Instead, they have been
i accused of wolatmg immigration
i laws by lying about their Nazi pasts-
when they applied for U.S. citizen-
| ship. If convicted, they can be de-
i ported. .
In the past two years six former
Nazis have been deported or left
the country voluntanly
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